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Summary of the study
Evaluating anthems and memorizable texts assigned for the first cycle
pupils of basic education in the light of children’s literature criteria

The present study aimed to evaluate anthems and memorizable texts assigned for

the first cycle pupils of basic education in the light of children’s literature criteria

through providing answers to the following questions:

1. What are the criteria of children’s literature to be observed in choosing
anthems and memorizable texts for the first cycle pupils of basic education?

2. To what extent are these criteria applicable to anthems and memorizable texts
assigned for the first cycle pupils of basic education?

3. What is the proposed conception for the content of anthems and
memoraizable texts assigned for the first cycle pupils of basic education?

To answer the first question the researcher made several steps represented in
reviewing educational literature and previous studies in the subject of children’s
literature . From all this, he extracted a group of criteria. Then he submitted them
to (50) judgeis comprised of specialists. After that the researcher obtained (52)
criteria for choosing anthems and memorizable texts.

To answer the second question, the researcher transferred the criteria list to a
card to analyze the content of anthems and memorizable texts. He verified the
reliability of the analysis by applying them to 8 anthems and texts. He employed
another two analysts to analyze the same anthems and memorizable texts. He
made use of Kendall’s Coefficient of Concordance( W ) to measure the reliability
factor among them.Then he analyzed anthems and memorizable texts of the stady
population to make sure of the applicability of the criteria to these .

To answer the third question ,the researcher returned to available children’s
poetry and school courses assigned for children in Arabic Countries. From these
he chosed 80 anthems and 20 literary prose pieces consistent with the obtained
criteria. And he categorized them for the four grades in the first cycle of basic
education.Then the content was preserted to 15 specialists to choose the most
suitable 14 anthems and 2 prose pieces for the first basic grade, and 12 anthems
and two pieces for each of the other three grades.

The most important results of this study were as follows:

1- The study determined 52 of children’s literature criteria for choosing anthems
and memorizable texts for the first cycle pupils of basic education. These criteria
fall into : Language and Style, Content , and Form and Production .

2-It is noted that the number of the curreutly used anthems and memorizable
texts for the first cycle pupils of basic education was low in relation to the other

topics in “ I love my language “ books.
3- It is noted that all anthems and memorizable texts offered to the first cycle

pupils of basic education are from poetry (except Quranic Verses and
Hadiths). Books were void of other literary pieces.

4- It’s noted that the content of anthems and memorizable texts was more in
compliance with language and style criteria followed form and production
criteria whereas content criteria received less attention .

()



5-

It is noted that the average prevalence of language and style criteria was high
in the first four grades. The highest was in the third grade with 1.73 out of 2
and the lowest was in the fourth grade with 1.64. The average prevalence of
language and style criteria for the four grades was also high with 1.69. This
was due to the observance of the content of anthems and texts to these criteria.
However there was less interest in narrative poetry in the four grades .

It is noted that the prevalence average of content criteria is medium in the four
grades. The highest average was in the third grade (0.86) and the lowest was
in the first grade (0.69). The average prevalence of the criteria in the four
grades reached (0.77). These are poor averages. This is because anthems and
memorizable texts neglected a number of the content criteria.Such as the
criteria related to what is presented on the tongues of profession masters,
animals, what is linked to the benefits of technology of the age, what deals
with the seasons and various weather conditions , and what belongs to the
most important Arab national issues.

It is noted that the averages of the prevalence of form criteria are high in
general in the four grades in the case of language and style. The highest
average was in the first grade (1.68) and the lowest was in the fourth grade
(1.46). And the average of form criteria in the four grades was (1.56). These
are high averages. But there was negligence of matching the content with
pictures and drawings that illustrate illustrate the idea of each anthem.

The study formulated proposed content for anthems and memorizable texts
suitable for the first cycle pupils of basic education in the light of the criteria
of choosing anthems and memorizable. It included (52) anthems, 12 prose
pieces at the rate of 14 anthems — five to be memorized- and 3 prose pieces for
the first grade and 12 anthems and 3 prose pieces for second and 13 anthems
and 3 prose pieces for each of the other grades.

The study concluded with many recommendations. The most important ones are :

1. Observing the prevalence of the criteria reached by the present study in
the content of anthems and memorizable texts .

2. Increasing the number of anthems in the grades of this cycle so that
they represert at least 25% of the content assigned to other topics.

3. The content of anthems and memorizable texts should include topics
from prose beside poetry other than Quranic Verses and Hadiths.

4. It is important to use the content for anthems and memorizable texts
proposed by the present study.

The study suggestied; notably:Conducting studies in evaluation of children’s
literature in nursery schools in the Sultanate.And evaluation of children’s stories
assigned for the first cycle pupils of basic education.
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